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Dear Community_ M~mber?.· ... . 

Iil. December 200( an J3fA'fa~t. sh.~e( aiUloun~:~a ·the avc\ilabiljty of the Te¢hnical Assistance 
Services for CQmmunitj~f (f ASC) program. for. jts work . at· the; Sam~. S~san.a· Fi~ld Laboratory 
(SSFL). The TASC is funded and rti~aged µrider a natioital:EP:A. contl-3c,t, and provides ·an 

· independent envirOllJll~h~l expert l°'· ~s~ist the· ··commtmHY t9 µpq~r~.t~d EPA's work and 
. provic:le input int<;> ~h.e proc~ss. . . . . ' . . . . . . . . ·.· . .. . . . . . 

. '· 

Initially, two grqups :mi;lciC Somi~l .e~pressiqqs of:tnterest in. r~cJfrviµg TA,SC :services, fol.lowed 
later by a third . group. : Tllfougli :numero\is· •giscq~s.iQns with'· ;arious . active rhemoers of the 
community, ·EPA I~am~cJ·t4. .. tthere, was Qj>pt>si\jon'.to TA.SC.: . .. · .. .. . · 

. . . . .· . . . . ... . - . . 

. ·On M~y 21; ·2009,:- a-TAS¢ ·~nf'ornwti6rtill .meetfog.was a:ttertded by ·a TA.SC contractor and many 
.. community members whq· e~ptessed $trongly:-~eld ,opposingcvi~w1>Qints: Wb1le some-attendees 
. supported T ASC and warttid to receive T Ase· service.s, others wei~, Qp'posed to T ASC being 

mad.e availa~l~ t() anY, gro~p~> .. · v · • • · •• : : . , '-, · • : : • • · ·.: . • · -

Some _atte~dees. qu~stiop.~d th~ i: A~c: pre>grrun' s ~b.ility _to :.~Od'm.. iiidepen4.ent technical advisor. 
sufficiently citi<lfifii9.Jo. t~~~w m«thigh,ty techro.~~1 radio.logical :docuin~nts .. O.thers claimed· that 
. the existing S~_fL -tii~rijg~Jiiy · \Y' o.~~~oup_ was sufficient to-meet Ultfir. needs and .protested the 
additional meetings they \vould·.have"to att~nd. S:oin~ wefo concerned ·that TASC: would not be 
focused ~ii EPA' s . \VOtk_,,put .on Jopg~debated . sources· of. the origina( contamin~tion and 
challenges about 'claimed past. he~lth ~m,pacts. . . . 

. . . . 

EPA spent :Considerable. tune c~I)sjcl~riqg all of the coniments received at the informational 
. ineetiµg, and. throughP.Ji9µe· caHs 'and dir~cr c~nversations. EPA-a.rteri)pt~to.find a process to . 

provide T ASC services that was inchisive ofvano·µs perspec~iyes wltj,le a..ddr~&sing concerns. 
. • · I, . . . . . . ·. : .. · . .. :· . ; •• , . ' ... , .• •. , . . •, • .. . •' ' ,. ; ., • .· . · • : •. • . . • • • . . 

Based-on significant oppQs.ition · .to· T A~C, EPA :Region· IX· h~ decided 11ot, te> provide TASC 
· · services for 1ts·r~4fo.Iogi~af survey w·ork at the .SSFL, at tlie pr~·s~nt ti~e. ·;EPA remains open to 

providing T.ASC servic~s if.an ~ppr~priate process can be -~t~bHshed-or potentially folded into 
the public· patticip~tio~ efforts of the· State agency thai .has lead J~si>o~ibjlity for the cleanup, 
DTSC. . . .. 
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EPA's TASC contract manager, Luis Garcia-Bakarich, is currently on extended Family Leave. 
For questions aboutthe TASC program, please contact Dana Barton at 415-972-3087. For 
questions about EPA's community involvement activities at SSFL, plec:i.se contact myself at 415-
972-3245 or at EPA'.s toll-free message line, 800-231~3075, or via e-mail at 
cooper.david@epa.gov. 

Sincerely, . 

/~ 
David Cooper 
Community involvement Coordinator 




